Lesson Two – Introduction to Democracy
Checking for understanding

Read through these questions – can you answer them quickly?  If you can, then you understand the key concepts in this video.  If not, go back and watch it again.  Don’t forget to check your answers with the answer key (don’t peek – the whole point of this is to see if YOU understand the key ideas).
1. Why were democratic ideas seen as radical during the Enlightenment? 
2. How do we define democracy? 
3. What are the four reasons to justify democracy?
4. How does a direct democracy work? 
5. Why do we use a representative democracy instead of direct democracy? 

6. How do each of the 8 techniques of representative democracy protect minorities?

7. What are some disadvantages to democracy? 
Textbook Pages

30-1  (Perspectives) – Chapter 9, 157-160, 335 – 356

30-2 (Understandings) – Chapter 11, 101-102, 106-110 130-136, 278

Answer Key
8. Why were democratic ideas seen as radical during the Enlightenment? Because everyone was used to a society based on classes where individuals did not have rights – that the monarch had the divine right to rule.
9. How do we define democracy? Majority rule with respect for minority rights.

10. What are the four reasons to justify democracy? Freedom, responds to the will of the people, encourages creativity, orderly change in government.
11. How does a direct democracy work? Everyone rules = one man one vote, communication, and educated society
12. Why do we use a representative democracy instead of direct democracy? People don’t have the time or interest to get involved, so we choose someone to represent us instead.
13. How do each of the 8 techniques of representative democracy protect minorities?
a. Rep by pop – everyone is treated equally
b. Periodic elections – let’s everyone have a say
c. Secret ballot – can vote how you want, not what others want
d. Independent court – if minority rights are violated they can take the government to court
e. Power of the purse – ensures money is spent on all the people, not just government supporters
f. Political parties – gives minority representation with opposition parties
g. Interest groups – represent minority views on specific issues
h. Free press – can voice the opinions of the minority
14. What are some disadvantages to democracy? Majority can sometimes ignore minority, and what constitutes a majority?  It’s very time consuming; the elite can get more power and voter apathy (big problem!)
