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>B O4'!P+&&,'!N8')-!During the Middle Ages, most people in Europe fit into distinct 
social categories—peasants, traders, craftsmen, clergy (priests, monks, and other 
people who performed duties in the Roman Catholic Church), and nobles. What 
mattered was how you fit into your group—not your individual identity. Therefore 
developments in art, science, commerce, and progress in general were not emphasized, 
and the individual life here on earth mattered very little.!
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"B As First Nations, Métis, and Inuit perspectives in Canada gain recognition, Canadians 
will need to find a way of integrating more completely the concept of collective rights 
into the framework of modern liberalism. For these reasons, a wide range of sources of 
alternative thought should be accessed to ensure an inclusive discussion regarding the 
beliefs and values of our society.!
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i) In Canada, some aspects of Aboriginal ideologies present an interesting challenge to 

liberalism, a challenge that has an impact beyond the realities of First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit peoples. Several key Aboriginal principles challenge modern liberal 
ideology.   

ii) One of these principles is the importance of the collective. Whereas liberalism is 
founded on the idea that the individual is the basis of law and society, in many 
Aboriginal societies greater importance is placed on the collective rather than the 
individual. Thus, while Aboriginal communities are not necessarily collectivist, the 
collective may have a greater influence on the choices individuals make with respect 
to, for example, natural resource development or economic development.  

iii) In many Aboriginal societies, group needs are more important than individual needs, 
and egalitarianism is also emphasized. Egalitarianism is a political principle that holds 
that all people should be treated as equals and allowed equal civil, social, political, and 
economic rights under the law. 

iv) Another example of a challenge that Aboriginal ideology presents to the principles of 
modern liberalism is in the area of justice, through the use of sentencing circles. 
Sentencing circles are used to determine the sentence for an offender who has been 
found guilty of a crime by the justice system. The circle includes the judge from the 
criminal trial, the offender, the victim, and members of the community, including 
elders. The group arrives at a sentence by consensus. Sentencing circles were 
introduced in part because of a perceived bias in the Canadian justice system against 
Aboriginal people. 
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P5%7$%"3#-'+&'M%4#563%-,'%7'j%5#$*'j#,+$56$%#-'

#0;'!341613$'6+)$+3)!0?!&+6'3$!&';036139!16'!?0%(&!+(!$4'!7613$+3')!0?!;1(9!,+2'61,!
&';03613+')<!40*'5'6.!d06!'A1;7,'<!$46''!+;706$1($!+()$6%;'($)!0?!8%5#$*'8#,+$56$B'65#'
%7%*%6*%;#-G'5#&#5#78),-'+5'"3#4%-$%*#-G'678'5#$633-='

@7%*%6*%;#-'M+$+W'()!+(!$4'!K(+$'&!#$1$')!31(!%)'!+(+$+1$+5')!$0!36'1$'!,'8+),1$+0(.!O0!36'1$'!1(!
+(+$+1$+5'<!1!3+$+W'()S!860%7!&61*)!%7!1!7'$+$+0(.!L?!$4'!7'$+$+0(!+)!)+8('&!29!1!3'6$1+(!(%;2'6!
0?!3+$+W'()<!+$!31(!?063'!1!7%2,+3!50$'!0(!1(!+))%'.!JA1;7,')!0?!$4+)!?06;!0?!&+6'3$!&';036139!
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! >F!
V,*3*-')'*($YE$1+($*($@+/$=+,,'+@#$_%#&'(')'*($*&$=+,,'+@#$,#-),'.)#%$)*$*(#$=+($+(%$*(#$
0*=+(a$

V,*3*-')'*($ME$)*$'(.,#+-#$)"#$,'@")-$*&$:'.)'=-$*&$.,'=#$$

V,*3*-')'*($LOE$)*$3,*:'%#$,#1+)#-$)*$.')'D#(-$0"*$12/$.+,-$)"+)$2-#$+4)#,(+)':#$&2#4$

“Initiatives crowding Californiaʼs November ballot run the gamut.” 

5#&#5#78),-'+5'"3#4%-$%*#-'L(!6'?'6'(&%;)!06!7,'2+)3+$')<!1,,!3+$+W'()!;19!50$'!0(!
*4'$4'6!$0!133'7$!06!6'X'3$!1!76070)'&!7+'3'!0?!,'8+),1$+0(.!Q'?'6'(&%;)<!+(!'??'3$<!6'?'6!$4'!
&'3+)+0(!$0!$4'!7'07,'.!O4'!*06&!7,'2+)3+$'!,+$'61,,9!;'1()!a$4'!30;;0(!7'07,'!\7,'2+1()B!
)7'1/.b!O4'6'!415'!2''(!0(,9!$46''!6'?'6'(&%;)!4',&!1$!$4'!?'&'61,!,'5',!+(!M1(1&1S)!
4+)$069.!L(!$4'!;0)$!6'3'($!6'?'6'(&%;<!+(!"HH><!3+$+W'()!*'6'!1)/'&!*4'$4'6!$4'9!
177605'&!06!&+)177605'&!0?!$4'!341(8')!$0!$4'!M0()$+$%$+0(!76070)'&!+(!$4'!M416,0$$'$0*(!
N3306&.!J5'(!$40%84!$4'!M0()$+$%$+0(!&0')!(0$!6']%+6'!$4'!%)'!0?!6'?'6'(&%;)!$0!;1/'!
1;'(&;'($)<!70,+$+3+1()!*+)4'&!$0!81%8'!7%2,+3!6'13$+0(!$0!$4')'!30($'($+0%)!1;'(&;'($)!
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;06'!133%61$',9!1(&!&+6'3$,9!6'?,'3$)!$4'!707%,16!50$'!\1(&!$4'6'?06'!2'$$'6!6'?,'3$)!$4'!
*+,,!0?!$4'!7'07,'B.!!
This is only a partial list of countries using proportional representation. This system is 
common in Europe, especially in the Scandinavian countries, and in South America.'
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`= 2)*?+5%*65%67'"+3%*%$63'-B-*#,-'T-##'#9*#7-%;#'7+*#-'F%;#7'%7'$36--Y'
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(3%F65$?B!+)!1!?06;!0?!805'6(;'($!+(!*4+34!70,+$+31,!70*'6!6')$)!*+$4!1!);1,,!',+$'!)'8;'($!
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o N%$406+$16+1(!Q%,'!
o T607181(&1!
o L(&03$6+(1$+0(!
o K)'!0?!d063'!1(&!O'6606!
o h+6'3$+0(!0?!T07%,16!h+)30($'($_!30($60,,'&!&+))'($!
o M0($60,,'&!T16$+3+71$+0(!

'
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