Lesson Three – Electoral Systems

Checking for understanding

Read through these questions – can you answer them quickly?  If you can, then you understand the key concepts in this video.  If not, go back and watch it again.  Don’t forget to check your answers with the answer key (don’t peek – the whole point of this is to see if YOU understand the key ideas).
1. What does “first-past-the-post” mean? 
2. How do Canadians choose their Prime Minister? 
3. What is an artificial majority? 

4. Explain how the U.S. electoral college system works. 

5. Why is the US called a two-party system? 
6. How does proportional representation work?  
7. What is the concern with proportional representation? 
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Answer Key

8. What does “first-past-the-post” mean? Just like in a race, whomever gets across the finish line (gets the most votes) wins. All other candidates get nothing.
9. How do Canadians choose their Prime Minister? We don’t – the leader of the party with the most seats (representatives elected) in the House of Commons gets to choose the leader, and their leader is the Prime Minister.
10. What is an artificial majority? When a party gets more power than popular vote due to the fact that we have multiple parties running, so as long as you get a plurality (more votes than anyone else) you get all the power.
11. Explain how the U.S. electoral college system works. Each state gets a number of representatives called the “electoral college”.  Individuals in each state get to vote, then how that whole state votes will determine how the electoral college for that state will vote.
12. Why is the US called a two-party system? Even though they have more than two parties, most citizens only vote for the Republicans or the Democrats, so it’s considered to only have two parties really fighting for the chance to be representatives.
13. How does proportional representation work?  Instead of having a winner for each riding, all of the votes across the country are added up and then each party gets a seat based on the percentage of the vote.
14. What is the concern with proportional representation? More minority governments as smaller groups have to create coalitions – these are often more unstable. Also – the party picks the representatives, not the people.
