Lesson Four  and Five – Democracy in Canada and US

Checking for understanding

Read through these questions – can you answer them quickly?  If you can, then you understand the key concepts in this video.  If not, go back and watch it again.  Don’t forget to check your answers with the answer key (don’t peek – the whole point of this is to see if YOU understand the key ideas).
*your teacher will provide a key term sheet on the class website for you to write out the key terms.

Always consider how these key terms relate to the promotion and viability of liberal politics.     

Explain the idea of a “Triple-E Senate” – including the pros and cons.
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Canada’s democracy

· Constitutional monarch Queen as our head of state her power is severely limited by our Constitution
· Written constitution spells out how our government works and includes things like the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
· Unwritten constitution based in the British tradition which states that we can have something with the same power as a law, even though it’s not written down
· Parliamentary anything to do with our legislative branch of government – The House of Commons or the Senate.  
· Opposition Parties those parties who did not have the highest % of seats in the House of Commons
· Cabinet Minister that’s a member of the executive branch who has a portfolio
· Responsible government to ensure that the executive branch does not abuse their power, they must respond to the wishes of the legislative branch
· Vote of non-confidence forces the executive branch to step down (which usually results in an election) because they no longer have the support of the legislative branch.  
· Party solidarity In order to ensure the government can pass their laws and remain in power, they expect their MPs to always vote with the party, even if the constituents of that MP don’t support the legislation.
· Caucus meeting a meeting of members of the party - MPs can argue and disagree with their party because all discussions in a caucus meeting are kept behind closed doors
· Party whip make sure everyone in the party is being a team player and following the ideas of party solidarity
· Bicameral legislature two chambers – in both Canada and the United States that is the Senate – the second house in the legislature.
Explain the idea of a “Triple-E Senate” – including the pros and cons.

Elected – in Canada the Senate is appointed

· Pro: if Senators are elected, that means they are responsible to the people, not to the politician that appointed them to the Senate

· Con: we lose the long term views that come from a lifetime appointment; make decisions to win votes instead of what’s best for the nation-state.

Equal – in the United States each state has 2 senators

· Pro – because the Senate is supposed to be regionally based, then having each province equally represented would provide true regional representation

· Con – in the United States there are many who feel this is undemocratic because people in a small state like Montana have the same voice as the populous state of California – violates the idea of representation by population

Effective – by having them elected, they would be more accountable for actions

· Pro – we would no longer see the abuse of rogue senators who don’t show up for work

· Con – it relies on elections, which again means that the senators are looking to get re-elected instead of making difficult decisions
US Democracy

· Congressional - anything to do with the legislative branch (the House of Representatives or the Senate).
· Republic - elected head of state
· Partisanship – policy of supporting your party’s policy or ideas
· Bi-partisan – working with another party.
· Non-partisan – not affiliated with any specific party
· Separation of powers – the executive branch is elected separately and runs distinctly from the legislative branch
· Checks and balances- stop the other branch of government from becoming too powerful.
· Veto – ability to cancel a law from coming into effect by having the power of one vote to override all others
· Filibuster - deliberately stall the passage of a law by extending the debate.
Both Canada and the U.S.

· Federalism -  sharing of power
· Pluralism – having many ideas, ethnic groups
· Unitary - one government for the whole country.
· Patronage - grant favors to people who have supported you.
· Civil Servant - people who work for the government but aren’t elected.
