The Cons of Communism

Read through these questions – can you answer them quickly?  If you can, then you understand the key concepts in this video.  If not, go back and watch it again.  Don’t forget to check your answers with the answer key (don’t peek – the whole point of this is to see if YOU understand the key ideas).
1. What was Lenin’s revolutionary motto? 

2. Why did Lenin need to create the NEP? 

3. What was Stalin’s attitude towards the NEP? 

4. What was the focus of the five-year plans? 

5. What was the price of rapid industrialization? 
6. Why did Gorbachev change things? 
7. What was the result of glasnost and perestroika? 
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Answer Key

1. What was Lenin’s revolutionary motto? Peace, land and bread – to reallocate resources to create a socialist utopian society.
2. Why did Lenin need to create the NEP? The civil war required supplies to be sent to the troops (so he had to establish War Communism), the lack of support from everyone in the country led to the need to allow people some selfish incentives to increase production.
3. What was Stalin’s attitude towards the NEP? He felt it went against collectivist ideals and he cancelled it.
4. What was the focus of the five-year plans? Heavy industrialization
5. What was the price of rapid industrialization? Workers abused, famine in Ukraine, atmosphere of mistrust and terror, also difficult to predict needs so far in the future = black market
6. Why did Gorbachev change things? The economy was stagnating; through perestroika the hope was small scale individualism would not destroy the overall goal of a collectivist society (like the NEP under Lenin).  And glasnost would allow the workers and managers to have greater input on how to make the industry succeed.
7. What was the result of glasnost and perestroika? At first the economy was in a state of chaos, but much like other liberal economies, it eventually balanced itself out.
