Guidelines for Writing an Argumentative Essay in 10/20/30-2

1) Carefully read the question and make sure you know the key words

a) What are the opposing views on the issue (yes/no; support/oppose – why)

b) Think of how the issue has occurred in the past (examples to PROVE your point)
2) Think of how you would describe the issue to someone who knows nothing about it (even though I know, you need to explain it clearly to prove that you know!).  

You want to think of the way in which you can impress the reader with your understanding of the issue – this is shown by your evidence and arguments (what do you think, why do you think this and prove it by using examples)

General Hints
Suggestions for Paragraph Construction

· Start each paragraph in a unique way (e.g. don’t start each paragraph in the second assignment by saying “In Source One…  In Source Two… In Source Three)

· Key terms are essential – using the correct terminology helps to strengthen your ideas (e.g. “The world should get along” vs “We should focus on international cooperation)

· First sentence is the topic sentence – be sure it helps the reader to know what the focus of this paragraph is
· There is a difference between reasons (arguments) and examples (evidence)
· Explain the reason for your thesis (or the source) in 1-3 sentences, including any theory that will back up that reason.

· Explain an example (or more) that will support that reason.  *the trick here is to have enough detail to demonstrate understanding without going too long.  An explanation of an example that takes more than a few sentences is too long, and will distract from the reason it is intended to support. 

Other hints:

· “I think…”  is redundant.  

· You are the author and therefore all of the paper is your thoughts on the evidence you have collected.  

· Also, “I think” means you are not sure, and an argumentative essay must convince the reader you are right.

· Brainstorm!!  10 minutes of brainstorming and organizing ideas can save you loads of time in the long run.

· Don’t Do not use contractions.  They make your expression less formal.

· Review current events before you go into the essay examination so that you will have some good examples to defend your position.  The use of current events demonstrates a deeper understanding of the main ideas.  And don’t forget the philosophers and class case studies/historical events.

· Begin with your weakest argument and build up to your strongest

· When you are changing to a new idea or example, use a transitional word or phrase to tie it to the first  (e.g. First, Next, Before, Also, Another example, In addition to, Second, However, For example, In summary, To conclude, Therefore, In conclusion)

· All of your ideas should lead back to defending your thesis (proving your position is right and all others are wrong)

· “In this essay I will…” sounds like a junior high writer

· Beware of extremes – never, cannot, always, everybody
Response Style 1 – Knowledge Question

Suggested length: 1-2 pages

This assignment will give you a variety of key terms and ask you to sort them in order to demonstrate the understanding of a key concept or ideology.  You are then expected to explain one or more of those terms in detail.

· Start by brainstorming – look at all of the key terms and categorize them (e.g. which are capitalist and which are socialist; which relate to democracy which to dictatorships)

· Read the question carefully – what are they asking you to focus on – be sure your category lists relate to what the question is asking

· Decide which terms you will be using to best answer the question
Suggested outline of the response – using three terms to answer the key question (you DO NOT have to follow this format!)

· Start with a general statement – what is the main idea being focused on (1-2 sentences)

· Explain the first term that helps to answer the question

· Define the term

· Give an example of that term (case studies, current events)

· Explain the second term that helps to answer the question

· Define the term

· Give an example of that term (case studies, current events)

· Explain the third term that helps to answer the question

· Define the term

· Give an example of that term (case studies, current events)

· Give a summative statement that reviews the key question, the terms you have chosen and a general statement of the overall focus of this response
*you will notice this outline does not include paragraph break down.  It would be recommended that this response have at least three paragraphs (as there are three terms being explained) but as this response is shorter, it is up to you how and where you would place your paragraphs.  Just remember that breaking different ideas into distinct paragraphs helps the reader to distinguish the points you are trying to make.

Response Style 2 – Compare and Contrast Visuals

Suggested length – 3 pages

There are two parts to this question.  First you need to interpret several sources and explain how they relate to an ideological perspective.  Then you will be expected to answer a question relating to those sources (in 30-2, it will be a question on what should be the role of government, or the role of the individual)

There are two ways to approach this response:
1. Discuss each source, then have a separate paragraph to explain your answer to the second question (4 paragraphs)

2. Discuss each image individually; within the same paragraph, discuss how it helps you to answer the second question (3 paragraphs). 

Suggested outline for writing following the first format (you DO NOT have to follow this format!)

For each of the three source analysis paragraphs include:

· An explanation of what you see, or paraphrase if it’s a quotation
· If the author’s name is listed, always refer to their last name (first name is too informal)

· Most quotes are from speeches – read it to yourself slowly, with emphasis on the key words, like they would do if they were making a speech
· What is the attitude of the author or creator - if it’s a photograph, explain the event and try to think of characters involved that may not be in the image; for a cartoon explain the opinion of the characters as well as the creator of the cartoon (it may be two different opinions)
· How can you prove your analysis of the source is correct

· by referring to what you see

· by referring to current events/issues and philosophical ideas

For the final paragraph

· Explain the key question

· Provide the opposing views on how to answer the key question

· Give your answer to the question

· Use the sources to help support your answer to the question

· Use examples to help support your answer to the question

*you will notice there is no introductory or concluding paragraphs in this section.  This does NOT mean you cannot use an introduction or conclusion, but they are often not necessary in this style of assignment.

Response Style 3 – Position Paper/Argumentative Essay

Suggested length: 3-4 pages
This response asks a key question that will allow you to demonstrate your understanding of the course.  In order to assist you in writing your position paper, they will provide various opinions on the question you are answering.

Suggested outline

· Introductory paragraph 

· rephrase the key question

· explain the main issue that relates to this question (what is the focus)

· explain the opposing viewpoints on how to answer the question

· give your answer to the question (this is your thesis)

· give three reasons for your answer (remember, reasons – not examples)

· Body Paragraph One

· Explain the first opinion

· Summarize the source

· Give examples/case studies from the course to help explain their opinion

· Explain how the speaker would answer the key question

· Explain if the speaker agrees with your thesis.

· Give an example that helps to explain why your thesis is correct

· Body Paragraph Two

· Explain the second opinion

· Summarize the source

· Give examples/case studies from the course to help explain their opinion

· Explain how the speaker would answer the key question

· Explain if the speaker agrees with your thesis.

· Give an example that helps to explain why your thesis is correct

· Body Paragraph Three

· Explain the third opinion

· Summarize the source

· Give examples/case studies from the course to help explain their opinion

· Explain how the speaker would answer the key question

· Explain if the speaker agrees with your thesis.

· Give an example that helps to explain why your thesis is correct

· Concluding paragraph

· Restate the key question

· Describe opposing viewpoints to your thesis

· Explain your thesis, and use your reasons to help explain why the opposing viewpoints are incorrect

· Give a broad, general statement that helps to sum up the writing

*While it has been suggested here that you discuss each of the three opinions you will be provided, this is not required.  If you can think of other opinions that help to demonstrate the variety of opinions on the issue, this is fine (in fact, it demonstrates a higher level of thinking – but if you struggle with essay writing, stick to the opinions you have been provided with)

